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From the Captain
I’d like to start with huge congratulations  to our deputy captain Rob Henderson who married Becky 
Rangecroft of Barnes  Bridge Ladies fame in Chiswick on Saturday 12 May. Those of you who 
witnessed the nuptials  may have taken a while to recover from a) the not insignificant amount of 
alcohol consumed at the reception and b) some outrageous crimes against dancing committed on the 
dance floor afterwards (my court appearance is  next Monday), but I’m sure you’ll agree that it was a 
fantastic day and on behalf of the club I’d like to wish them both a fantastic honeymoon in Malaysia 
and all the very best for their future together. They’ll both be back on the regatta trail from June.

Borne Wins/Chiswick Progress/Twickenham Win
As  many of you know, Cygnet kicked off the 2012 regatta season with wins at Borne regatta – 
congratulations to Bart de Groot and Gavin Hunter for their win in IM2 pairs and to Rob Henderson and 
Peter Sheaf for winning in the mixed IM3 four. At Chiswick Regatta, our novice four won two heats in 
what was their first taste of racing. 

I’m also very pleased to report that our novice coxed four triumphed at Twickenham Regatta on Saturday 
19 May. Cygnet had two crews entered and whilst the pair put up a valiant effort against an exceptional 
Vesta crew in the IM2 pairs final, it was our novice crew who walked away with the win having overcome 
Kingston, Twickenham (who had beaten them at Chiswick Regatta) and UCL in the final.

Barnes and Mortlake 
We picked up some pots in the mixed racing but it was a case of close but no cigar with our other entries.  
Our novice coxed four winners at Twickenham had their first taste of IM3 racing and did exceptionally well 
to overcome Parrs and AK but lost narrowly to Medway Town in the final.  Our novice double and IM2 
coxless four also succumbed in their finals but Laurent had a very encouraging debut in novice singles.  
Next stops for racing are Marlow and Kingston Regattas.

Henley Friday at Old Blades – Friday 29th June from 1pm.
Peter and Pat Sly have kindly invited us to join them at their home Old Blades for Henley Friday his year.  
For the uninitiated, Peter Sly is our Club President and lives on a beautiful stretch of the Henley course.  
Each year, Cygnet and BBL join Peter and Pat for picnic  and Pimms in their garden and we may even 
watch a bit of the Friday racing.  All of you attending have to pitch in by bringing mostly drink but also 
some food.  Marj is our longstanding co-ordinator for what is undoubtedly one of our biggest social events 
in the club calendar and will shortly be in touch to determine who is attending and what they’ll be bringing.  

CSSC Rowing Preview Event – Sunday 15th July, 11am-2pm
In recent months, we have been working to build closer links with the Civil Service Sports Council (CSSC) 
and most of you now have full or linked membership to the CSSC.  We should also shortly have a 
presence on the CSSC London website and have agreed to run a CSSC open day at the boathouse this 
summer.  What we need are volunteers to be around the club between 11am and 2pm on 15 July to 
promote the club to prospective new members with the aim of getting them signed up to our September 
Learn To Row.  We will also have the tank available on the day for some demonstrations and will also 
need a coaching volunteer.  Let me know by 22nd June if you are able to help.

 Stuart Gibbons 

Subscriptions and Donations
Are always  due, please return this  tear-off slip with your cheque to the Treasurer, Dr R P du Parcq, 39 
White Hart Lane, London SW13 0PU. Active Members: members  of the Civil Service Sports Council - 
£230.00, Others - £314.00; Club Friends: Suggested minimum - £15.00. 

_______________________________________Enclosed my subscription for  £…………..…. Your name
Your address: 	 	
	 	  
	 P o s t C o d e : 
	 	



The Club Historian Writes: Farewell to the Olympics

As  we bid farewell to the London 2012 Olympics, we recall Cygnet’s  connections with the 1908 and 
1948 events.

In 1902 Cygnet invited Raymond Broadley Etherington Smith, an 
eminent surgeon and accomplished oarsman (pictured left in Vanity 
Fair in 1908), to take up the post of Club president. R B (Ethel) 
accepted and his tenure as president endured until 1913, when he 
contracted blood poisoning whilst conducting an operation and 
died. 

Ethel’s  years at the helm of Cygnet coincided with his  finest years 
afloat. Having won the University Boat Race on a number of 
occasions at the end of the previous century, he went on to win the 
Grand Challenge Cup at Henley on three occasions in 1901-05 
(rowing as Leander, not Cygnet) and the Stewards Challenge Cup in 
1905-06. However, his  crowning glory came in 1908, when he rowed 
seven in the winning Vlll at the Summer Olympic Regatta at Henley.

Accounts of the time described the field as unremarkable, apart 
from a Belgian Vlll that had won the Grand in 1906-07. To counter 
this challenge, Great Britain chose a Leander Vlll, packed with talent 
and coached by Harcourt Gold. Aged 31, Ethel was neither the baby 
nor the old man of the crew; Guy Nickalls, rowing at four, was  ten 
years older, while Bucknall at stroke was younger. 

In what was described as a beautiful summer’s day, Leander beat 
Royal Club Nautique de Gand (Belgium) by two lengths in a time of 7 minutes  52 seconds to take gold. 
Thus, Cygnet could justly claim to have an Olympian in its midst, albeit by association.  
Cygnet’s  association with the 1948 Olympics was rather more tenuous. In 1948 Lewis Balfour the then 
president contributed sufficient funds to the club to enable it purchase a new coxwainless four and a 
set of blades  built for the Summer Olympics  earlier that year. The boat was duly christened the Lewis 
Balfour and high hopes rested on some of the Olympic magic rubbing off on the senior crew the 
following season. Sadly, these hopes were misplaced, but the boat would enjoy a long, if not especially 
victorious life at Cygnet until 1974, when it was written off following a collision.  

Club Historian

From the Secretary
ACTIVE MEMBERS: DON’T FORGET TO GIVE ME YOUR EMERGENCY CONTACT DETAILS/NEXT OF 

KIN DETAILS, FOR OUR RECORDS AND YOUR SAFETY.

To streamline our communications to you, can you please take some time to fill in the following 
questionnaire and send it to me, or the treasurer, whichever is most convenient. We’ll then ensure that 
the details  are entered in our club database, with due consideration to keeping your personal data safe 
from misuse.
_________________________________________________________________________________
I’d like to receive the newsletter by post/email*
I’d like to receive the weekly club news by email yes/no*
Your name:	 	
Your address: 	 	
	 P o s t C o d e : 
	 	
Your email address: 	 	

*Please delete as appropriate

Please send to Marjorie Israel, 49  Oaklands Avenue, Osterley, TW7 5PY, or email relevant details  to: 
marjorie_israel’at’hotmail.com. You can also add this slip to your subs payment note to 
Dr R P du Parcq, Hon Treasurer, details overleaf. 



300 Club
Many of you will be aware of what the 300 Club is and its  significance to Cygnet and importance in 
making sure we have top notch boats and kit in general. But if you're not, read all about it here http://
cygnet-rc.org.uk/drupal/node/2680.

The 300 Club is  basically the club’s  fundraising lottery. Club members, friends and family buy tickets  at 
£10.00 a go and we hold 10 draws annually where owners of the tickets have the chance to win cash 
prizes. Part of the money raised in ticket sales funds  the prizes  and the rest comes  to the club  to make 
sure we retain one of the best fleets on the tideway.

We have just 'relaunched' the 300 Club after a couple of quieter years  and we will have a team of 3 
people to remind people each year why the club  is a good thing and to push ticket sales. I'll be doing 
this for the Senior squad, Geordie for the Vets and I am looking for a newer member to do this for the 
Novice squad. Our novice intake continues  to grow so if you're looking for the chance to contribute a 
bit more to the club (and it's not much as you'll learn, just the odd reminder round the bar periodically) 
then this is a great chance.

Please give me a shout (nickrbates@yahoo.co.uk) if you're interested so I can fill you in with more detail.

Nick Bates

OBITUARY William (Bill) Williams
I should imagine that very few junior members of Cygnet will have known Bill Williams who died 
recently. 
Bill Williams sadly passed away at the age of 84 at Charlotte House Nursing Home, Isleworth in the 
early hours of Tuesday 11th September. Although he had health problems for a number of years, he 
passed away peacefully and both I and one of my brothers were with him.
 
My father always spoke very fondly of his time as a member of Cygnet throughout the 1960s, 70s 
and for some time beyond. In fact I remember as a young boy being taken by him into a very smokey 
Cygnet bar for a lemonade and packet of crisps in what must have been about 1980! He had nothing 
but kind words for all his friends at Cygnet and had some very happy memories of both the sporting 
and social sides of the club. I know that he was a regular volunteering behind the bar in the Boathouse 
and was fully involved in the construction of the bungalow - there are a couple of photos of him 
working on it in the official club history! He always told me that his time at Cygnet was very special to 
him.

David Williams 16 Sep 2012

OBITUARY MIKE ROCHE

Mike Roche will be best remembered by the early 1970s intake of aspirant oarsmen who fell under the 
spell of John Bull’s coaching and cajoling. Then an Executive Officer in the Department of Energy, 
during the Winter of Discontent, Mike had to balance his rowing commitments with manning the DoE’s 
emergency call centre, dispensing advice on what to do during the nightly power cuts and some of the 
freezing weather conditions that followed.

Initially, Mike rowed in a clinker-built novice IV at bow, with Martin Cain (2), Richard Sowerby (3) and 
John Walton (Str) and victory was finally theirs at the Worcester Centenary Regatta in 1974. Later, Mike 
would graduate to stroking VIIIs. Norman Cowling, Club Captain at the time, recalls “I remember Mike 
Roche as being a gritty, spirited oarsman, very much part of that Henley (Town & Visitors) VIII that 
"gelled" as a crew, and had an admirable no nonsense " do or die" attitude. Very sad to hear about his 
illness and early death; at least we can preserve the memory of him as a young man, strong and 
competitive in the stroke seat, leading by example”.

As Norman remarks, Mike was never one to do anything by halves: either he committed to six days a 
week or not all. Following a short absence from the club, due to marriage and parenthood, he returned 
to ‘active service’ in 1977-78, stepping into the stroke seat of the (George) Plumtree VIII. This crew 
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went on to become one of the most successful Cygnet VIIIs in recent times, winning the Business 
Houses Head and coming 32nd in the Tideway Head. 

Mike is pictured here in the front row, second from right, on the occasion of the christening of Cygnet’s 
first carbocraft VIII in late 1977. By the close of the 
1978 season, this crew could point to Senior A/Elite 
B wins at Huntingdon, Maidenhead and St Neots 
and a spirited row in a heat of the Thames Cup at 
Henley Royal against Brentwood College, Canada.

Shortly after this, Mike left Cygnet to devote more 
time to bringing up his young family and we lost 
touch with him. However, we are grateful to Richard 
Sowerby, who rowed in the 1974 novice four, for 
notifying us of his untimely demise (from cancer) 
earlier this year. Mike Roche died on Sunday 10th 
April 2012. He is survived by two daughters, Alyson 
and Samantha; his wife, Heather, suffered with MS 
for many years and predeceased him.  

Paul Rawkins


