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In this August issue, we welcome the new Captaincy, which was elected at the Ordinary General 
Meeting held on Tuesday 19 July, with Captain Jeremy Pugh staying on for another year, 
supported by Deputy Captain Nick Rae and Vice Captain Charlie Pretzlik. Thanks are certainly 
due to David French who, after two years as Captain, stayed on as Deputy Captain during 
Jeremy’s first year as Captain and who can now enjoy a life free of Cygnet management. 

Marjorie Israel, Club Secretary 

From the Captain 

Just a great afternoon at Old Blades on Friday of Henley Royal Regatta. The rain fell in the 
morning and the afternoon stayed dry and finally we were blessed with late afternoon 
sunshine, Pimms flowed all day, lunch was top notch and every so often a couple of boats 
would flash and splash past.  Sensible folk knowing their limits left and made the trip back to 
town, younger, less experienced chaps carried on till the wee small hours and paid a heavy 
price come Saturday morning. Massive thanks to Pat Sly for one again hosting us at an 
incomparable venue.   

After these shenanigans, the club tackled the regatta season with gusto, with the novice four 
entered at Kingston Regatta as well as the clubs’ favourite away location, St Neots Regatta. It 
was my fourth time and by far the loveliest of days on Saturday, the river and the regatta 
field really looked a picture. Last year the gazebo was needed for its rain retarding 
properties, this year it was the shade it offered that got everyone seeking its cover. The 
regatta is a joy, so friendly and relaxed, the marshals so patient and such a good spirit 
between clubs and opposing crews, competitive but in a most old fashioned sporting way. 

On the river, by far the coolest place to be, we had some exciting racing and race wins but no 
trophies. It could have been different so different.  The Novice 4+ crew of Nick Rae, Scott 
Livingstone, Cris Cabrera and Robin Harries were hunting down the London Otters when 
Swanny McSwanface strayed into the racing lanes to be hit by Robin, first on its body during 
the drive, then chopped on the neck on the recovery, then (to add insult to injury) Scott 
delivered the coup de grace to its wing at the next stroke.  So we missed about 3 strokes in 
the process and boat speed was lost. Swanny was certainly moving slower, the otters darted 
away up the Ouse and the race was lost. I'd like to say the no swans were hurt in the making 
of this story,  but that would not be true. Maybe the cox should have kept a between look 
out, but I may have had a grudge against all of them since one attacked me whilst canoeing 
on the river Wye in 1988. Taken a long time to get even with swankind. Thank goodness it 
wasn't a Cygnet. Needless to say the Otters went on to win, leaving all their other opposition 
behind by a country mile. Most the other races were completed with less incidents, but alas 
without wins. 

At the end of July, before Henley T&V regatta, we had a special guest coach for the Tuesday 
outings when Nathan Wallace, a Cygnet member from more than 10 years ago, travelled to 
London from New Zealand just for this. The outing was very much appreciated but 
unfortunately did not result in any pewter, although the Nov 4+ is continuing the habit of 
coming up against the eventual winners in the first round and giving them a better run for 
their pewter than subsequent opposition. This turned out to be the last regatta of the season 
for the club and we will now be planning for the Autumn head races and the winter season 
kicked off with a squad meeting on Thursday 8th September.  

Jeremy Pugh 



__________________________________________________________________ 

Subscriptions and Donations 
Are always due and can be paid by electronic payment (please inform the Treasurer by 
sending an email to treasurer‘at’cygnet-rc.org.uk or by cheque. 

If you prefer to pay by cheque, please return this tear-off slip with your cheque to the 
Treasurer, Matthew Byrne, Flat 102 Westfields, Railway Side, Barnes, London SW13 0PL. Active 
Members: members of the Civil Service Sports Council - £260.00*, Others - £320.00; Club 
Friends: Suggested minimum - £15.00.  

Enclosed my subscription/donation for  £…………..….   
Your name ________________________________________________________ 
Your address*:  __________________________________  ________________________________
Post Code:  ________________________________________________________  __________
Your CSSC number ___________________________(please provide if you pay £260.00 Cygnet 
subs) 

* Club members paying the CSSC-member subscription fee are now required to show their 
2016 CSSC membership card to a member of the Management Committee 

From the Club Secretary 
Nothing to report from me, so I just thought I’d highlight the programme for the traditional 
Club lunch at Leander RC in Henley on Thames on Saturday 29 October. Please also see the 
official invitation and menu, with joining instructions. 

Cygnet members, alumni and friends are very welcome, with or without partners. There will 
be plenty of people arriving early, as the bar is open from 12.00pm! At the lunch the 
Chairman and the Captain will of course speak, but most importantly, we have a special guest 
speaker. Former Cygnet member Matteo Perucchini has agreed to tell us some of his stories 
from his adventure rowing the Talisker Atlantic Challenge. Definitely a very good reason to 
have a look at the next page and tell our organisers you’ll be coming to the Henley Lunch! 

Dates for your diary: 
3 September Start of the Post-Olympics Learn to Row course 
16 October  Pairs Head 
29 October  Club Lunch at Leander Club, Henley on Thames - with guest speaker 
12 November  Fours Head 
13 November Vet Fours Head 
26 November Sculler Head 

The Club Historian writes: Farewell to the Olympics 

As we bid farewell to the Rio 2016 Olympics, we recall Cygnet’s connections with the 1908 and 1948 
events.

In 1902 Cygnet invited Raymond Broadley Etherington Smith, an eminent surgeon and accomplished 
oarsman (pictured left in Vanity Fair in 1908), to take up the post of Club president. R B (Ethel) accepted 
and his tenure as president endured until 1913, when he contracted blood poisoning whilst conducting an 
operation and died. 

Ethel’s years at the helm of Cygnet coincided with his finest years afloat. Having won the University Boat 
Race on a number of occasions at the end of the previous century, he went on to win the Grand 
Challenge Cup at Henley on three occasions in 1901-05 (rowing as Leander, not Cygnet) and the 
Stewards Challenge Cup in 1905-06. However, his crowning glory came in 1908, when he rowed seven in 
the winning Vlll at the Summer Olympic Regatta at Henley.



Accounts of the time described the field as unremarkable, apart from 
a Belgian Vlll that had won the Grand in 1906-07. To counter this 
challenge, Great Britain chose a Leander Vlll, packed with talent and 
coached by Harcourt Gold. Aged 31, Ethel was neither the baby nor 
the old man of the crew; Guy Nickalls, rowing at four, was ten years 
older, while Bucknall at stroke was younger. 

In what was described as a beautiful summer’s day, Leander beat 
Royal Club Nautique de Gand (Belgium) by two lengths in a time of 7 
minutes 52 seconds to take gold. Thus, Cygnet could justly claim to 
have an Olympian in its midst, albeit by association.  
Cygnet’s association with the 1948 Olympics was rather more 
tenuous. In 1948 Lewis Balfour the then president contributed 
sufficient funds to the club to enable it purchase a new coxwainless 
four and a set of blades built for the Summer Olympics earlier that 
year. The boat was duly christened the Lewis Balfour and high hopes 
rested on some of the Olympic magic rubbing off on the senior crew 
the following season. Sadly, these hopes were misplaced, but the 
boat would enjoy a long, if not especially victorious life at Cygnet until 
1974, when it was written off following a collision.  

Club Historian 

 If this tale of history in the making has inspired you to look into Cygnet’s History, why not 
invest some money in the latest Cygnet publication. 

 

125 Years Cygnet History 

“A History of Cygnet Rowing Club 1890 – 2015’  is a high quality, 
hardback book which has been substantially rewritten by Paul Rawkins 
and contains 84 full colour pages of text and photographs, much of it 
unearthed since the previous edition, published in 1990.  

You can order your copy by e-mailing Paul Rawkins direct on 
prawkins@googlemail.com. If you do not have access to the Internet, 
please fill in the slip below and send it to Paul Rawkins, 30 Bracken 
Gardens, Barnes, SW13 9HW.  

A History of Cygnet Rowing Club 1890 - 2015 
YES, please send me ’A History of Cygnet Rowing Club 1890 - 2015’ for the bargain price of £18.50 per 
copy (includes 2nd class postage and packing); or £19.00 for first class postage. 

Number of copies:  ________________  total cost:________________________________________ ______

Your name: ________________________________________________________ 

Your address*:  __________________________________  ______________________________________

Post Code:  ________________________________________________________  ________________

O  I have paid by electronic payment (please confirm by email to treasurer’at’cygnet-rc.org.uk)  
O   Please find enclosed a cheque for £ ____________. 

http://cygnet-rc.org.uk
http://www.cygnet-rc.org.uk/imgs/cygnet_history503.swf
http://cygnet-rc.org.uk


1.00pm on Saturday 29th October 2016  
at Leander Club, Henley-on-Thames  RG9 2LP

CYGNET HENLEY LUNCH

 Cygnet members, alumni and friends are very welcome, 
with or without partners. The bar is open from 12.00pm so do 
arrive early to take in the Henley atmosphere – just don’t be late 
for those amazing canapés! After lunch, you are welcome to retire 
to the bar or join the Chairman’s waddle to the Flower Pot pub.

 This year, our special guest is former Cygnet member 
Matteo Perucchini who recently competed in the Talisker Atlantic 
Challenge. Not only did Matteo win the solo class, he also broke 
the solo crossing record in the process and will be entertaining us 
with tales of his adventure on the big seas during coffee. Matteo 
rowed the race for the charity C.R.Y. (Cardiac Arrest in the Young) 
and any personal donations will be gratefully accepted.

Menu Canapés

 Warm goat’s cheese and caramelised shallot tartlet  
 on pesto dressed salad

 Saddle of venison with sautéed ceps, fondant potato  
 and Madeira thyme jus

	 Threesome	-	trifle	shot,	mini	frangipane	tart,	 
 blueberry cheesecake

 Coffee with petits fours

Price  £47 per person (excluding service and wine)
Dress  Club uniform or smart casual
Parking  In the Leander car park 

Please notify the organisers of any dietary requirements so that alternative dishes can be arranged

Please reserve me .......... places at the Cygnet lunch at Leander Club on Saturday 29th October 2016

Name  ......................................................................Telephone Number ………………………...........

Partner / Guest name(s) ………………………………………………..………………..............................

Preferred table companions (not guaranteed) …………………………………………………………......

Total cost (£47 per person) £ ……….… 

You can either detach and return this slip with your cheque (made payable to Cygnet RC) to  
Cygnet	Treasurer	c/o	Flat	102,	Westfields,	Raiway	Side,	Barnes,	London	SW13	0LP		or...

...you can email  with this information and to notify that you have paid 
directly	to	the	Cygnet	Treasurer	via	BACS	(Sort	code:	09-01-55	Account	Number:	71834000)

Please contact  if you require any further information

✂

https://www.taliskerwhiskyatlanticchallenge.com
https://www.taliskerwhiskyatlanticchallenge.com
http://www.sognoatlantico.com/cardiac-risk-in-the-young/
http://www.sognoatlantico.com
http://www.cygnet-rc.org.uk
https://www.leander.co.uk

