
2018 Fixtures   for the one hundred and twenty ninth season

January	 27th	 Quintin Eights Head  (11.30)
February	 25th	 Hammersmith Head (11.00)
March	 11th  	 Head of the River Race (SUNDAY – 10.45)  
	 25th	 Vesta Veterans Head (10.30)
April	 28th	 Hammersmith Amateur
May	 5th	 Chiswick Amateur 
	 6th	 Wallingford ML 

	 12th	 Borne at Chiswick Bridge 
	 19th	 Putney Town 
	 26th	 Twickenham
June	 2nd –3rd	 Metropolitan ML, Peterborough Spring ML 	
	 16th	 Barnes & Mortlake 
	 23rd 	 Marlow International ML 
	 29rd	 HRR Qualifiers 
	 30th	 Richmond Amateur
July	 4th – 8th 	 Henley Royal Regatta 
	 13th –14th	 Henley Masters 
	 14th –11th 	 Kingston Amateur 
	 28th –29th 	 St. Neots
August	 4th	 Henley Town & Visitors 
	 11th –12th	 Peterborough Summer ML 
	 18th –19th	 Oxford City 
October	 6th	 Pairs Head, Rhine Marathon Düsseldorf 	
 
	 20th	 Weybridge Silver Sculls 
	 20th –21st	 Head of the Charles Boston, USA
November	 3rd	 Fullers Fours Head of the River (12.00)  
	 4th	 Veterans Fours Head 
	 10th	 Kingston Small Boats Head 	
December	 1st	 Vesta Scullers Head

2018 Club Events
February	 12th	 Birthday drinks, Duke’s Head, Putney 
	 24th	 Annual General Meeting (12.00)
March	 10th	 Women’s Head of the River Race (09.45) 
	 24th	 University Boat Races (from 16.30)
April	 7th –8th	 Spring Sculling Camp, Hamhaugh Island
June	 22nd –24th	 Henley Women’s Regatta
July	 4th –8th 	 Henley Royal Regatta 
	 17th 	 O.G.M. & Election of Captaincy (20.15) 
August	 TBC	 Squad End of Season Dinner
September 	 15th–16th	 Autumn Sculling Camp, Hamhaugh Island
November	 10th	 Henley Lunch, Leander Club	
February 2019	 24th	 Annual General Meeting (12.00)	

Contacts		  www.cygnet-rc.org.uk

Chairman	 07753 863430	 chairman[at]cygnet-rc.org.uk
Captain	 07711 058717 	 captain[at]cygnet-rc.org.uk
Hon. Secretary	 07530 747816	 secretary[at]cygnet-rc.org.uk 

Cygnets Bungalow  38 Hamhaugh Island, Shepperton

	 The bungalow is ideal for a riverside holiday and is 
available for booking by members and friends between May 
and the end of October. Other periods and winter bookings 
may be available, please enquire.  Contact:  
Derek Bush  	bungalow[at]cygnet-rc.org.uk   	07880 548804  

Cygnet 300 Club 

	 This is our principal fund raiser which keeps our fleet 
maintained and up-to-date. Tickets are just £10 each and 
there are ten annual draws with a top prize of £100 and a 
bumper £250 Christmas top prize. All members and friends 
are encouraged to participate and active oarsmen especially 
are expected to have a ‘few’ tickets.  Contact: 
Guy du Parc Braham	 dupb01[at]gmail.com

A History of Cygnet Rowing Club, 1890–2015

	 Copies of this high quality, hardback book  
are still available from Paul Rawkins. Contact: 
prawkins[at]googlemail.com or in writing
to 30 Bracken Gardens, Barnes, SW13 9HW 

Subscriptions and Donations
Active members: CSSC £290.00*, non-CSSC £360.00 
Club friends: suggested minimum £15.00
For electronic payment please email the treasurer for bank 
details on treasurer[at]cygnet-rc.org.uk
By cheque, along with the tear-off slip below to: Mr M. Byrne, 
Flat 102 Westfields, Railway Side, Barnes, London SW13 0PL

Enclosed my subscription/donation for  £ 
Your name:
Your address:  

Post Code: 	 Your CSSC no.*:
*CSSC members are now required to show their CSSC membership card to a 
member of the Management Committee

!
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From the Captain	 Matthew Byrne

	 Training continued through the winter, with long 
distances covered in double outings over the weekends. 
From the end of January, it was Eights Heads time. 
	 The senior squad VIII+ came 21st out of 27 in IM3 at 
Quintin Head on Saturday 27th January in a time of 11:59.3. 
A solid row but we were barged way out of the stream by a 
very rude Maidstone crew overtaking past the clubhouse. 
The Masters F crew were just under a minute behind 
in 12:57.6. Onwards to the Hammersmith Head for the 
Sunday after the AGM but alas it was not meant to be as the 
organisers cancelled the Hammersmith Head due to adverse 
weather conditions in the marshalling area.
	 Big congratulations and thanks to all those who were 
elected onto the Cygnet and Boathouse Exec. committees 
over the last two weeks. The clubs literally couldn’t run 
without their volunteers. The Captain Oates Award for 
perseverance in the face of adversity goes to Marj for 
heroically minuting both AGMs.
	 Despite a forecast of wall-to-wall rain, a dry breezy 
HoRR on Sunday 11th March saw Cygnet finish with a time 
of 21:16, 238th overall. Going off second in Div5, Cambridge 
99s came past early on, but nothing else threatened our 
serene progress towards the finish. The consensus view was 
of a good row, not bad for a scratch crew with only one 
outing under their belts. 
	 A very large thank you to everyone who helped out with 
boating and hospitality over the weekend, with a special 
mention for Tom who seemed to be doing every job that 
came along.

http://www.cygnet-rc.org.uk/scal-news__amp__events-forthcoming_events.html
http://www.cygnet-rc.org.uk/scal-news__amp__events-social_events.html
http://www.cygnet-rc.org.uk/spage-facilities-the_bungalow.html
http://www.cygnet-rc.org.uk/spage-about_cygnet-cygnet_300_club.html
http://www.cygnet-rc.org.uk/imgs/cygnet_history503.swf
http://www.cygnet-rc.org.uk
http://www.cygnet-rc.org.uk/spage-about_cygnet-cygnet_300_club.html
http://www.cygnet-rc.org.uk/sspage-about_cygnet-a_brief_history-cygnet_history_book74.html


From the Club Secretary		  Marjorie Israël

	 Please join me in welcoming a new club committee of 
management, following the 2018 Annual General Meeting 
which was held on Saturday 24th February. Many of the 
previous year’s committee members stayed on, with only two 
new members; Neil Pickford as Assistant Secretary, and Niall 
Smith as Committee member. 
	 I am sorry if you had to miss the A.G.M. due to the 
date change, which was announced three weeks before. 
The 2017 fixtures card had the A.G.M. listed as Sunday 25th 
February but rowing got in the way when we realised that 
the Hammersmith Head was also scheduled for that Sunday.
	 You will now find the club fixtures listed permanently 
on your new-look Newsletter, with thanks to my Assistant 
Secretary Neil Pickford for the design.

2018/19 Committee

Chairman		  N. Wylie	
Hon. Secretary		  Miss M. Israël 
Hon. Treasurer		  M. Byrne
Hon. Assistant Secretary	 N. Pickford
Hon. Assistant Treasurer	 T. Broadhurst
Social Secretary		  C. Cabrera
Committee members	 Dr. R. P. du Parcq, P. Rawkins, 		
		  A. Rawkins, I. Golder,  N. Smith 
Rowing Safety Advisor	 C. Pretzlik	

2018/19 Captaincy

Captain  M. Byrne	 Deputy  S. Sears	 Vice  C. Pretzlik

Vice Presidents

M.J. Hughes Esq. 	 R.E. Lambe Esq.	 Dr. R.P. du Parcq	
N.J. Wylie Esq.	 P.L. Rawkins Esq.	 A. Cox Esq.	 
C.F. Shea Esq.	 Dr. N.M. Jackson	 S.D. Bush Esq.	
P.C. Brown Esq.	 A.J. Rawkins Esq.	

Life Honorary Members	

J. Cork Esq.	 Mrs N. Padwick	 Mrs P. Sly

Trustees

M.J. Byrne Esq.	 A. Cox Esq. 	 N.V. Pickford Esq.	
P.L. Rawkins Esq.

Independent Honorary Examiners

M. Burman	 T. Davison

A little piece of history		 Paul Rawkins

	 From time to time, items of Cygnet memorabilia come up 
on ebay. In late-January, Tim Koch, an Auriol-Kensington 
member and rowing history buff, alerted us to the following 
sale item: ‘Antique National Amateur Rowing Association 
Silver and Gold Watch Fob for Cygnet Rowing Club, 1901’. We 
wasted no time in acquiring it. It is an exquisite piece in mint 
condition, hallmarked and bearing the inscription ‘G.J. Leates 
(No.2) 19th Oct’ on the back. 
	 In the age of the pocket 
watch, decorative watch 
fob medals such as this one 
were hugely popular. Made 
to embellish the ubiquitous 
watch chain, these items 
were worn as petite badges  
of status, allegiance or 
sporting achievement. This particular fob was one of four 
awarded to each of the winners of Dr Furnivall’s Challenge 
Cup (Autumn Fours) at an NARA-run regatta held in 1901. 
	 This win, along with a victory in the Challenge Vllls, 
marked Cygnet’s return to the NARA fold after an absence of 
some five years. The NARA had been formed in 1890 as the 
working man’s answer to the elitist ARA, which frowned on 
clubs like Cygnet, and was presided over by Dr F.J. Furnivall, 
an enthusiastic rower (among many other talents) who 
founded the Hammersmith Sculling Club (now Furnivall 
Sculling Club) in 1896, initially for working class women.
	 Although G.J. Leates was not a founder member of Cygnet, 
he features frequently in the club annals throughout the late 
19th and early 20th centuries as a tireless committee member 

and organiser of regattas and social occasions. Nicknamed 
‘Jacko’, he first comes to prominence in the mid-1890s when 
he participated in several up-river camping trips to Cricklade 
and was reputedly one of the more raucous members of the 
crew. A brief account and photographs of these excursions 
can be viewed in the historic photo archive on the club 
website.
	 An active club oarsman, by the turn of the century ‘Jacko’ 
had become Hon Sec and a delegate to the NARA. However, 
his greatest love appears to have been organizing, directing 
and starring in the annual ‘Bohemian Concerts’ which were 
a memorable feature of this era. His name adorns the 1911 
Souvenir Programme as Musical Director and again in 1920 
for the Reunion Concert following WWI. Leates was still in 
evidence at the time ‘Dusty’ Miller was penning the first club 
history in 1950, providing invaluable contemporary insights 
into events like the Ayling Cup in 1901.

An Oarsman’s Progress

	 In February, Ralph 
Prior’s wife wrote to 
inform us that he had 
died in December 2017. 
	 Ralph Prior rowed in 
the late 1950s and early 
1960s and will be best 
remembered by such 
contemporaries as Colin 
Dominy, John Ellis, Brian 
Lovis and Maurice Hart. 
Although Ralph rowed in 
a number of crews, these 
years were unremarkable 
from a silverware 
perspective. However, his lasting contribution to Cygnet was 
a cartoon strip – An Oarsman’s Progress – that he sketched in 
circa 1960. 
	 This A3 sized illustration adorned the club room wall 
for many years and charts the life of a civil servant from the 
moment he joins Cygnet as a ‘maiden’ (i.e: novice) through 
the ups and down of winning/losing regattas, before he 
retires to coaching and propping up the bar. It was a fitting 
chronicle of the time and a light hearted introduction 
to rowing for many of us. Currently residing in the club 
historian’s loft, it deserves to be resurrected at some point.

http://www.cygnet-rc.org.uk/ssnews-about_cygnet-a_brief_history-historic_photo_archive.html

