
2018 Fixtures   for the one hundred and twenty ninth season

May	 5th	 Chiswick Amateur   WIN Tier 1 4+ 

	 12th	 Borne at Chiswick Bridge  WIN Open 4+

June 	 29th	 HRR Qualifiers 
	 30th	 Richmond Amateur  WIN Tier 1 4+

July	 4th – 8th 	 Henley Royal Regatta 
	 13th –14th	 Henley Masters 
	 14th –15th 	 Kingston Amateur 
	 28th –29th 	 St. Neots

August	 4th	 Henley Town & Visitors 
	 11th –12th	 Peterborough Summer ML 
	 18th –19th	 Oxford City  WIN Open 4+

October	 6th	 Pairs Head, Rhine Marathon Düsseldorf  
	 20th	 Weybridge Silver Sculls 
	 20th –21st	 Head of the Charles Boston, USA

November	 3rd	 Fullers Fours Head of the River (12.00)  
	 4th	 Veterans Fours Head 
	 10th	 Kingston Small Boats Head 	

December	 1st	 Vesta Scullers Head

2018 Club Events

July	 4th –8th 	 Henley Royal Regatta 
	 17th 	 O.G.M. & Election of Captaincy (20.15) 

August	 31st	 Squad End of Season Dinner

September 	 15th–16th	 Autumn Sculling Camp, Hamhaugh Island

November	 10th	 Henley Lunch, Leander Club
		  See inside for details and reservation form 	
		  which are also available on the website

February 2019	 24th	 Annual General Meeting (12.00)	

CYGNET ROWING CLUB

September 2018 Newletter

From the Club Secretary	 Marjorie Israël

	 It is with great sadness that since the last newsletter, I have 
to report the loss of two long-standing club members: 	
	 Noel Davison passed away after a long illness on 1st 
July 2018, and Barney Frith passed away on Tuesday 4th 
September 2018. They will both be greatly missed and short 
obituaries are posted in this newsletter, with longer versions 
available on the club website.
	 At the club, regatta season has finished, and winter 
training has begun. An Ordinary General Meeting took place 
on 17th July when a new Captaincy for the 2018/19 season was 
duly elected. The new team are:
Captain – Cristobal Cabrera, Deputy Captain –Niall Smith 
and Vice Captain –Tom Broadhurst
	 We wish them every success for the new rowing season 
and would like to give huge thanks to outgoing captain Matt 
Byrne and his team of Sam Sears and Charlie Pretzlik, who 
have done a fabulous job over the last season. Their greatest 
achievement in my book was entering three fours and an 
eight at Richmond Regatta  without doubling-up any crew 
members. Astonishing!
	 There is never a time when the social scene finishes at 
Cygnet, of course:
	 Many thanks once again to the Sly family for hosting us  
at Old Blades on Henley Friday this year – and to all those 
who contributed to the picnic and civilised atmosphere.
	 A joint stall with BBLRC at the Barnes Fair on 14th July 
proved to be a great success with a 200m erg challenge raising 
the clubs’ profiles and prospecting for new, local members.
	 We’re very grateful to Rupert Bailey for stepping-up into 
the Social Secretary role (formally held by Cris) and thus 
arranging the End of Season dinner at Ye White Hart on 
31st August. Rupert himself won the Wally Wheldal Cup for 
Clubman of the year and Henrik the G.P. Jeffries Cup for most 
improved oarsman.
	 The racing season was concluded on the 8th September 
with some fun side-by-side mixed crew events with BBL at 
Clubs Day – with the obligatory BBQ and beers of course!

Cygnet 300 Club	 Guy du Parc Braham

	 Guy reports that almost £4000 was raised by the 300 
Club during the last season. The new season is underway 
with draws having taken place on Henley Friday and the 
End of Season dinner. The lucky winners were:

•	 £25	 July: S. Gibbons,  N. Wylie 	 August: A. Almeida
•	 £40	 July: C. Pretzlik, R. du Parcq	 August: S. Reeves
•	 £60	 July: N. Padwick, C. Pretzlik	 August: C. Shea
•	 £100	 July: C. Davidson, R. Harris	 August: M. Israël

Thanks to all who continue to support this vital source of 
fundraising for new club equipment.

Contacts		  www.cygnet-rc.org.uk

Chairman	 07753 863430	 chairman[at]cygnet-rc.org.uk
Captain	 07711 058717 	 captain[at]cygnet-rc.org.uk
Hon. Secretary	 07530 747816	 secretary[at]cygnet-rc.org.uk 

Cygnets Bungalow  38 Hamhaugh Island, Shepperton

	 The bungalow is ideal for a riverside holiday and is 
available for booking by members and friends between May 
and the end of October. Other periods and winter bookings 
may be available, please enquire.  Contact:  
Derek Bush  	bungalow[at]cygnet-rc.org.uk   	07880 548804  

Cygnet 300 Club 

	 This is our principal fund raiser which keeps our fleet 
maintained and up-to-date. Tickets are just £10 each and 
there are ten annual draws with a top prize of £100 and a 
bumper £250 Christmas top prize. All members and friends 
are encouraged to participate and active oarsmen especially 
are expected to have a ‘few’ tickets.  Contact: 
Guy du Parc Braham	 dupb01[at]gmail.com

A History of Cygnet Rowing Club, 1890–2015

	 Copies of this high quality, hardback book  
are still available from Paul Rawkins. Contact: 
prawkins[at]googlemail.com or in writing
to 30 Bracken Gardens, Barnes, SW13 9HW 

Subscriptions and Donations
Active members: CSSC £290.00*, non-CSSC £360.00 
Club friends: suggested minimum £15.00
For electronic payment please email the treasurer for bank 
details on treasurer[at]cygnet-rc.org.uk
By cheque, along with the tear-off slip below to: Mr M. Byrne, 
Flat 102 Westfields, Railway Side, Barnes, London SW13 0PL

Enclosed my subscription/donation for  £ 
Your name:
Your address:  

Post Code: 	 Your CSSC no.*:
*CSSC members are now required to show their CSSC membership card to a 
member of the Management Committee

!
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From the New Captain	 Cristobal Cabrera

	 Ladies and Gentlemen, first of all,  greetings  from the 
new captaincy: myself, Niall and Tom.  It is a great honour. 
Many  thanks  to Matt, Sam and Charlie for their fantastic 
hard work and may the force be with us in keeping things 
running as smoothly. It has been an eventful summer where 
we successfully took part in a full regatta programme and 
numerous social events (as detailed by Marj overleaf).
	 Richmond was a glorious day and the regatta was opened 
with a Novice 8+ contest between Cygnet and Kingston. 
Unfortunately the scratch Cygnet crew ended up on the 
wrong side of a 3ft verdict after 1250m of nail-biting racing.  
A flotilla of fours competed later in the day resulting in an  
all-Cygnet final where Scott, Ian, Nick, Sam and Gigi 
triumphed over Alex, Niall, Vasil , Cris and Sian, to continue 
their early season run of success
	 At St. Neots  Cygnet had races in an 8+  and three  4+ 
competing in the sun, wind, rain and more rain.  The Novices 
won their first race and the Senior 4+ lost by a few feet in the 
final,  the racing course proving too short for them in the end.
	 At  Henley Town & Visitors we had a 2– and a 4+ racing. 
The 2– gained a wealth of experience (all the good pairs need 
to start somewhere) and the 4+ missed-out on the pot by half 
a  length against Wolfson College Oxford in one of the fastest 
races of the day. 
	 At Peterborough we raced a 4 + and  a 4x. Good weather 
but no luck at all. The 4s gained experience and the 4x, after 
a great start in lane 1 and leading after 250m, hit a swan 
(ironically), lost control and hit the bank. Another great story 
to tell in the bar, though you can blame the steers (i.e. me). 
	 Oxford City was the last regatta of the season where on 
the Saturday we had an 8+ , a Nov 4+ , a Sen 4+ and 4x racing 
also joining the lunchtime 8+ sprints for fun.    The Sen 4+ 
(Sam, Scott, Ian, Robin, Anna) once again showed their class, 
rowing beautifully to win their category and the silverware.   
On Sunday, we attempted again with a Nov8+, Nov 4+,   1x   
and 4x racing.  The 1x lost in the semifinal and the 4x lost to 
the eventual winners of the event.  Good races and plenty of  
experience for all but no pots on the second day.
	 During this time we also were also running  a Learn to 
Row course. Many thanks to Alan Cox and Laurent Coucaud 
for their time and effort coaching it. A new LTR has just 
started and we also have a new Head Coach, Chihiro Calvin 
who is looking forward to a successful Head Season.  

Noel Davison	 Paul Rawkins

	 Noel Davison died peacefully at home on 1st July following 
a long battle with cancer. He was 65.
	 Noel joined Cygnet in the early 1970s, having recently 
moved to London as an Inland Revenue recruit. Having gone 
through the motions of winning his novices, Noel’s first real 
encounter with competitive rowing came in 1977-78, when 
he signed up as a member of the George Plumtree coached 
crew. However, for many of that generation, Noel will be best 
remembered as ‘Squad Coordinator’, a role that he stepped up 
to in 1984, subsequently laying the foundations for some of 
the most successful years in Cygnet’s history afloat. 
	 In later years, Noel was often to be seen rowing in veteran 
crews at Cygnet and TSS. He also retained official roles as 
Fours Head Honorary Secretary and Honorary Examiner at 
Cygnet. Indeed, for many members their last memory of Noel 
will have been of him sagely presenting his report at the last  
AGM. For others, a happier memory of Noel will have been 
of him sitting in the Cygnet bar reflecting on a lifetime afloat 
on the occasion of the 40th reunion of the Plumtree Vlll in 
March 2017. He is survived by his wife Eleanor and his son 
and daughter, Paul and Julia. 

Henley Lunch	 Stuart Gibbons

	 1.00pm on Saturday 10th November 2018 at Leander 
Club, Henley-on-Thames  RG9 2LP
	 Cygnet members, alumni and friends are very welcome, 
with or without partners. The bar is open from 12.00 so do 
arrive early to take in the Henley atmosphere – just don’t be 
late for those amazing canapés! After lunch, you are welcome 
to retire to the bar which will remain open until 7.00pm. The 
Chairman’s waddle will not take place this year since it will be 
dark, the clocks having gone back! 

Menu:	 •  Canapés
	 •  Warm goat’s cheese and caramelised shallot 
	     tartlet on pesto dressed salad
	 •  Roast rump of lamb, herbed rösti potato,  		
   	     glazed root vegetables & rosemary reduction
	 •  Mango and passionfruit pavlova served with 
	     raspberry sorbet 
	 •  Coffee with petits fours
Price:	 £49 per person (excluding service and wine)
Dress: 	 Club uniform or smart casual 
Parking: In the Leander car park

	

Please reserve me                 places at the Cygnet Henley lunch 

Name: 

Telephone Number: 

Partner / Guest name(s): 

Preferred table companions (not guaranteed): 

Any special dietary requirements: 

Total cost (£49 per person): £ 

You can either detach and return this slip with your cheque 
(made payable to Cygnet RC) to Cygnet Treasurer c/o Flat 102, 
Westfields, Railway Side, Barnes, London SW13 0LP

Or you can email henleylunch[at]cygnet-rc.org.uk with this 
information and to notify that you have paid via electronic 
payment (Sort code: 09-01-55 Account Number: 71834000)

Reservations can also be made via the Cygnet Henley Lunch 
page on the club website

!
G. J. W. (Barney) Frith	 Paul Rawkins

	 Graham ‘Barney’ Frith died on Tuesday, 4th September, 
after a long battle with Motor Neurone Disease. 
	 Barney joined Cygnet in 1961, competing in races 
alongside the likes of Derek Bush, Len Huggett, John Ellis and 
Colin Dominy. By all accounts, he never allowed rowing to 
interfere with his social life, preferring assignations with the 
fairer sex to drinking with his crew mates. He married Brenda 
in 1965 and they had one daughter, Helen, who survives him.
	 Barney was good with numbers and spent his career at 
the National Audit Office. On retirement he resurfaced at 
the boathouse only to fall into the clutches of Mike Arnold-
Gilliat, who dragooned him into the post of treasurer. A 
natural worrier, Barney wasted no time in wriggling out of 
the post, much to the relief of all concerned, which allowed 
him to spend more time playing bridge and socialising with 
the ‘Last of the Summer Wine’ set. As a responsible driver, 
he rarely imbibed to the same extent as his less inhibited 
compatriots, which marked him out as an obvious taxi driver, 
a task he always performed with dignity and aplomb. 
	 Barney’s funeral will take place on Tuesday 25th September 
at 11.45 at the Amersham Crematorium, Hampton Room. 
And afterwards at the Bull Hotel in Gerrards Cross.

http://www.cygnet-rc.org.uk/sspage-news__amp__events-social_events-cygnet_henley_lunch.html

